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tion to Christ, and appeal to the God of the dead against
the God of the living.

Thus it was that the legal party were actors in every-
thing, winning the reverence of the multitude by false
pretences, imitating inspired men in everything except
their inspiration, following motives which did not actuate
them but which they supposed ought to actuate them.
And as must most infallibly happen to men living in such
conventionalism, destitute of convictions, the healthy play
of life artificially suspended, over the whole inert stagna-
tion of the soul there grew a scurf of feeble corruption;
petty vices, littlenesses, meannesses, were rife within them.
They grew conceited, pompous, childish. They liked to
hear the sound of their titles, to exaggerate the distinc-
tions 'of their dress, to reflect upon their superiority to
other men, to find that superiority acknowledged, to bo
greeted reverentially in public places, to recline on the
first couch at dinner parties. The virtues to the cultiva-
tion of which in themselves and others they had devoted
their lives refused altogether to be cultivated by tho
methods they used, and in the void place of their hearts
where morality and sanctity, justice and the love of God,
should have been, there appeared at last nothing to mark
the religious man, nothing, we may suppose, except a little
ill-temper, a faint spite against those who lield wrong
opinions, a feeble self-important pleasure in detecting
heresy.

Such was the party which Christ denounced with so
much passion. It may strike us that however corrupt
they may have been they could hardly deserve to be pro-
nounced worse than publicans and harlots. But Christ
never went so far as this. He did indeed in a parable